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Operation Stella Polaris 60 years special

Spy Museum has renewed the military intelligence section and now there is recently declassified
information available about the Operation Stella Polaris, where Finnish intelligence officers and their
families, secret documents and equipment was evacuated to Sweden in September 1944.

Finnish officers sold information to many directions to finance the operation, but where are the
microfilms and documents today? They could explain many important things in Finland~s history.
Some of them are in United States, maybe the United Kingdom, France and Japan got something in
their vaults too...

Second world war intelligence work is now better presented in an Intelligence officer”s room, where

is new documents for example.

Change your career and become a secret agent?

Now your can test your spying skills and see if you got what it takes it be a top agent. In Agent test
you'll decipher secret messages, search for a gun cache, change your voice and do many other spy

tricks.

You will get a Recommendation book so you can see which intelligence organization would hire you.

Remember: just because you're paranoid doesn't mean they are not after you. Do you dare to take
the challenge?

The First Eight Years
in the daylight

A single spy or technical device used in espionage could have influenced on the formation of the
world even more than the familiar great men or governments of history. As examples are suitable
Richard Sorge and on the other hand the cipher system Enigma. However, general historiography
ignores or at least forgets to the margins also these factors, that have influenced on the formation
of current Europe. Therefore it was important to build a museum for the preservation and public
presentation of this phenomenon.

Radio-, camera etc. communication technology museums can be found from the world beyond
measure. Their collections have also some devices used in espionage. Similarly, there are places

closed from public, that deal with the activity and history of single national organizations, such as

the entire section in the Imperial War Museum in London. But then there was not a museum, which

would have covered international espionage or given even a cross-section about it.

The opening took place on May Day eve in 1998 in the Tullintori area of Tampere. The finding of
suitable premises for the function was more problematic than had been imagined, because of a tight
schedule. The search for appropriate premises continued and already after four months the
exhibition was moved to Yliopistonkatu, but that place was also of short duration.

In the fall of 1999 from the Hatanp&aa area became vacant a former leather manufacturer’s office
and residence. The plainly beautiful house, which was completed in 1926 and located in the middle
of a wild small park, was like made for the Spy Museum. Into the basement of the house could be
placed also the collection of the escape artist Timo Tuomivaara, that had ended into the museum’s
possession. It was a geographically and temporally extensive collection of chains. From the point of
view of the museum’s management it was handy, that to the house moved also a corporation, which
was responsible for marketing.

In the spring of 2000 Spy Museum was approached by curator Jeffrey Growe, who told about the
sister museum International Spy Museum, that would be opened in Washington. Spy Museum was
setting up its position as a part of the travel service and culture offerings of Tampere.

Jaarli Hoikka, M.A., was appointed as the museum’s amanuensis in 2000. The informative
contribution of the museum started to be supplemented first with the themes that dealt with the
education of British spies and the female spies. Later in turn were Sidney Reilly’s story (model for
James Bond) (2003), Operation Stella Polaris (2004) and a section that dealt with the espionage of
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